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Syor ubah strategi
pelaksanaan PPN

Kaedah intervensi
fokus sempadan
negeri, daerah
lebih praktikal
dilaksanakan

Oleh Ab ) Sishide

ahmad.suhael@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Pakar kesihatan
awam menggesa Kkerajaan me-
ngubah pendekatan Pelan Pemu-
lihan Negara (PPN) dengan
mer ggunakan strategi interven-
si berasaskan sempadan negeri,
dae ‘ah, mukim atau zon.

Kerajaan juga disaran mengu-
bah indikator peralihan fasa
PPN, daripada menggunakan pe-
nurunan jumlah kes harian se-
bagai penanda aras kepada kadar
insiden bagi setiap 100,000 pen-

4 duduk, seperti disaran Pertubu-

han Kesihatan Sedunia (WHO).

Menerusi strategi itu, kelong-
garan ekonomi dan sosial dalam
peralihan fasa PPN boleh dilak-
sanakan terlebih dulu di negeri
dan kawasan bebas COVID-19
atau mencatat jumlah kes yang
kecil, berbanding perlu menung-
gu kes harian nasional menu-
run.

Felo Akademi Sains Malaysia,
Prof Datuk Dr Lokman Hakim
Sulaiman, berkata kerajaan per-

lu melaksanakan sekatan perge-
rakan bersasar bersandarkan ka-
jian epidemiologi, mengikut sem-
padan intervensi ditetapkan, sa-
ma ada negeri, daerah, mukim
atau zon.

Ahli  Kumpulan Penasihat
Rangka Kerja Kesiapsiagaan
Pandemik  Influenza

WHO itu berkata, pe-
nularan COVID-19 ke-
tika ini bersifat fokal,
setempat dan tidak se-

ragam.
“Kaedah intervensi
dan fasa pemulihan

mesti mengikut sem-
padan intervensi. Indi-
kator fasa dua PPN
mesti mengikut sem-
padan geografi yang
paling praktikal untuk
kawalan sempadan se-
perti daerah, negeri
dan negara.

“Banyak daerah dan mukim
yang tidak pernah melaporkan
kes COVID-19 sejak awal pande-
mik, kenapa mereka perlu turut
terkesan dengan sekatan perge-
rakan atau Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan (PKP).

“Sempadan daerah boleh di-
kawal untuk pergerakan keluar
masuk. Sekarang, kerana keada-
an tidak terkawal, penularan me-
rebak merentasi sempadan dae-
rah dan zon seperti Lembah
Klang, jadi memang wajar PKP
dilaksanakan di kawasan ini,”
katanya kepada BH, semalam.

Beliau diminta mengulas ke-

Dr Lokman Hakim

lemahan pelaksanaan sekatan
pergerakan penuh sejak 1 Jun
lalu yang menyaksikan kes CO-
VID-19 harian masih gagal men-
cecah bawah 4,000 kes walaupun
sudah 30 hari dilaksanakan.

Trend penularan Kes harian ju-
ga dilihat kembali meningkat se-
jak beberapa hari la-
Iu, dengan kadar ke-
bolehjangkitan (Rt)
COVID-19  kembali
melepasi paras am-
bang 1.0 untuk dua
hari berturut-turut
sejak Selasa lalu.

Satu daripada tiga
indikator ditetapkan
untuk peralihan ke
fasa kedua PPN ada-
lah kes harian di ba-
wah 4,000 untuk tu-
juh hari berturut-tu-
rut, selain 10 peratus
populasi menerima suntikan
lengkap vaksin COVID-19 dan sis-
tem kesihatan awam tidak lagi di
paras Kkritikal.

Dr Lokman Hakim yang juga
bekas Timbalan Ketua Pengarah
Kesihatan (Kesihatan Awam) Ke-
menterian Kesihatan (KKM) ber-
kata, dari segi epidemiologi, ang-
ka 4,000 kes yang dijadikan in-
dikator itu tidak membawa mak-
na, sebaliknya lebih wajar digan-
tikan dengan kadar insiden bagi
setiap 100,000 penduduk.

“Nilai 4,000 kes itu bersamaan
kadar insiden sebanyak 12.5 per
100,000 penduduk. Mana-mana
daerah dan negeri yang sudah

=

Anggota polis dan tentera memeriksa kendera

an yang melalui sekatan

jalan raya di pintu gerbang Kota Darul Ehsan, semalam.

mencapai kadar itu sepatutnya
sudah boleh dibuka.

“Kerajaan juga disaran ber-
pandukan pada garis panduan
WHO dan mengadaptasikannya
secara realistik.

“Contohnya WHO menyaran-
kan ‘Transmisi Komuniti Tahap
1 (CT1) pada kadar insiden ku-
rang 20 bagi setiap 100,000 pen-
duduk, tetapi kadar kita pada 12.5
bagi setiap 100,000 jauh lebih ke-
tat,” katanya.

Berdasarkan data kadar insi-
den kes aktif COVID-19 bagi se-

(Foto Asyraf Hamzah/BH)

tiap 100,000 penduduk di negeri
dipaparkan dalam Dashboard
dan Informasi Wabak COVID-19
di portal kerajaan Selangor, Per-
lis mencatatkan kadar 8.25 se-
takat kelmarin.

Sekiranya peralihan fasa da-
lam PPN dilaksanakan mengikut
indikator itu, ia bermakna ak-
tiviti ekonomi dan pergerakan
penduduk Perlis sudah boleh di-
longgarkan, manakala Terengga-
nu (30.32) dan Sabah (64.51) se-
makin menghampiri ke perali-
han fasa seterusnya.
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HOSPITAL

(PKHSM) melakukan kutipan
sumbangan dalam kalangan ahlinya
bagi membantu dalam apa juga
bentuk untuk sama-sama memerangi
pandemik itu.

Timbalan Pengerusi PKHSM,
Norhisham Othman berkata,
sumbangan tersebut turut disokong
Timbalan Speaker Dewan Negeri
Selangor, Hasnul Baharuddin yang
juga Ahli Dewan Undangan Negeri
(ADUN) Morib selain Farmasi
Penawar Banting.

Dua buah katil tiga fungsi
disampaikan kepada Pengarah
Hospital Banting. Dr. Fakhruddin
Amran dalam satu majlis, baru-baru
ini.

= HASNUL Baharuddin (dua dari
kiri) dan Norhisham Othman (dua
dari kanan) bergambar bersama
Dr. Fakhruddin Amran (tiga dari
kiri) selepas majlis penyampaian
sumbangan katil di Selangor, baru-
baruini. - UTUSAN/ABDUL RAZAK
IDRIS
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Shah Alam

eramai 3,979,716 atau
Sﬂj.u peratus pendu-

duk di Selangor sudah
mendaftar untuk memohon
vaksin sehingga kini.

Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari bagaimana-
pun berkata, sehingga 28 Jun
lalu, hanya 851,118 individu
menerima dos pertama ma-
nakala hanya 270,221 leng-
kap menerima dos kedua.

“Kita harus akui, angka
yang rendah ini disebabkan
bekalan vaksin yang terhad.
Masalah ini bukan hanya
berlaku di negeri Selangor
dan Malaysia tetapi juga di
rantau Asia Tenggara dan
Afrika.

“Keadaan ini mendorong
kerajaan negeri melancar-
kan Program Vaksin Selang-
or (SelVAX), usaha meleng-
kapkan dan mempercepat-

83.42% dah
daftar vaksin

Kerajaan Selangor lancar SelVAX dalam usaha
untuk mempercepatkan proses vaksinasi rakyat

kan proses vaksinasi rakyat
dengan mengenal pasti
kumpulan sasaran (SelVAX
Komuniti) serta memelihara
pekerja (SelVAX Industri).
“Usaha ini dijangkakan
menambah kapasiti harian
vaksinasi dan mampu me-
mendekkan jangka waktu
yang signifikan sekitar 100
hari lebih awal dengan sa-
saran vaksinasi 8o peratus
daripada populasi dewasa di
Selangor selesai pada Okto-
ber ini," katanya dalam pe-
ngumuman khas SelVAX se-

cara maya kelmarin.

Di samping itu, Amirudin
berkata, usaha itu meme-
nuhi jangkaan yang dinya-
takan oleh Menteri Penye-
laras Program Imunisasi Co-
vid-19 Kebangsaan untuk
mencapai masing-masing
135,000 dos vaksin menje-
lang Julai dan 165,000 dos
vaksin harian menjelang
Ogos.

“Menerusi program ini,
kerajaan negeri mensasar-
kan tambahan sehingga ka-
pasiti 43,500 dos vaksin se-

hari melalui lebih 22 Pusat
Pemberian Vaksin (PPV), de-
wan komuniti, PPV bergerak
dan klinik dan hospital
swasta.

“Lima PPV Mega, enam
PPV Dewan Komuniti dan 15
Klinik Selcare akan digerak-
kan.

“Ini akan membabitkan
kira-kira 5,000 tenaga kerja
perubatan dan bukan peru-
batan dengan sejumlah 1,228
klinik panel bagi meleng-
kapkan usaha imunisasi di
Selangor,” katanya.
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SHAH ALAM - Lembaga
Zakat Selangor (LZS) meng-
ambil inisiatif bagi menyantuni
seorang pendakwah bebas di
sekitar Kota Damansara,
Petaling J: ang berada da-
lam kesempitan hidup ekoran
pandemik Covid-19.

Menerusi kemaskini di la-
man Facebook pada Khamis,
LZS berkata, Skuad Saidina
Umar (SSU) dan Operasi
Agihan Zakat Daerah Petaling
telah bertindak segera turun
padang selepas mendapat mak-
lumat mengenai pendakwah
itu.

Katanya, menerusi siasatan,
sesi pengajian di masjid dan
surau yang tidak dapat di-
laksanakan pada masa kini te-
lah memberi kesan ke atas pen-
dapatan  harian  serta
perbelanjaan pendakwah ber-
kenaan.

“Berikutan itu, LZS me-
nyediakan Bantuan Alternatif
Terkesan (BAIT) bagi golong-
an seperti ini meliputi sumbang
an bayaran tunggakan sewa
rumah dan perubatan setiap

bulan.

“Memandangkan situasi se-
masa yang semakin meruncing,
kami bersedia untuk me-
nyantuninya bagi kewangan
bulanan dan sewa rumah,”
katanya.

Menerusi kemaskini sama,
LZS berkata, pendakwah itu
juga menyara empat orang anak

masih bersekolah dan seorang

isteri yang tidak bekerja tetap
malah dia juga turut gigih
membantu sahabat-sahabat
pendakwah lain yang terjejas
ckoran pandemik in

Tambahnya. LZS turut
mengucapkan terima Kasih ke-
pada masyarakat awam yang
bekerjasama menyampaikan
maklumat berhubung pihak
memerlukan bantuan di negeri
ini.

“LZS akan berusaha sebaik
mungkin bagi menyantuni lebih
ramai golongan yang memerlu-
kan khususnya sewaktu pande-
mik ini.

“Bersama kami membantu
mustahiq, sedikit bagi anda, se-
galanya buat mereka,” katanya.

FOTO: IHSAN FB LZS

SSU LZS segera turun padang selepas mendapat maklumat mengenai
pendakwalf bebas berkenaan yang berada dalam kesempitan ekoran
pandemik Covid-19.
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Amirudin (kiri) ketika turun padang meninjau keadaan di PPV
Tropicana Gardens Mall, pada Rabu.

PPV Tropicana Gardens tampung 16,000 penerima vaksin sehari

SHAH ALAM - Pusat Pemberian
Vaksin (PPV) Tropicana Gardens Mall
dijangka dapat menampung kapasiti
suntikan harian vaksin Covid-19 se-
ramai 16,000 orang menjelang akhir
Julai ini.

PPV Tropicana Gardens Mall me-
rupakan salah satu PPV Mega di
Selangor selain daripada PPV Evo
Mall, Bangi; PPV Kompleks Sukan
PKNS, PPV Kelana Jaya: PPV De
Palma, Shah Alam dan PPV Aurora
Mall, Bukit Jalil.

Menteri Besar Selangor, Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari berkata, PPV itu turut
menjadi lokasi permulaan bagi pe-
laksanaan Program Vaksin Selangor
(SelVAX) yang dilancarkan sebelum ini.

“Kita berhasrat untuk melindungi
nyawa rakyat, menggerakkan ekonomi
dan menyelamatkan pekerjaan,” kata-
nya menerusi kemas kini di laman
Facebook pada Khamis.

Amirudin pada Rabu melancarkan
SelVAX sebagai usaha melengkapi
pelaksanaan Program Imunisasi

Covid-19 Kebangsaan (PICK) untuk
mencapai tahap imuniti kelompok le-
bih awal di negeri tersebut.

Amirudin berkata, pihaknya mem-
bawa masuk 2.5 juta dos vaksin
Sinovac yang akan diberikan sebanyak
dua dos secara percuma masing-
masing kepada 250,000 penduduk me-
nerusi SelVAX Komuniti manakala |

juta pekerja industri termasuk buruh

warga asing di bawah SelVAX Industri
akan dikenakan bayaran kepada maji-
kan mereka.
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Folks at high-rises under EMCO with negative test
results to be vaccinated on site, says Petaling DO

By JADE CHAN
jade@thestar.com.my

ONLY two areas in Petaling Jaya
have been placed under enhanced
movement control order from July
1 to 14 and not three as
announced earlier, says Petaling
district officer Datuk Johary
Anuar.

“They are Mentari Court and
Pangsapuri Westlite-PKNS.”

The third area — Taman
Perumahan SS91A in Sungai Way
— which was in the list
announced on Tuesday, did not
exist in Petaling Jaya, he clarified.

“Another area in the Petaling
district was initially identified, but
there is no need to place it under
enhanced MCO because the dis-
trict health office said the Covid-19
cases there had ended,” he said
during a site visit to Mentari
Court.

Johary said the enhanced MCO
at Mentari Court involved 3,469
apanmem units across seven
blocks and some 17,000 residents.

“The residents comprise
Malaysians and foreigners, some
of whom work in nearby factories.

“Pangsapuri Westlite-PKNS
houses workers from nearby
workplaces (Sungai Way industri-
al zone).

“We will ensure residents have

sufficient food supply before start-

ing the screening process,” he
added.

Johary said the enhanced MCO
model at Mentari Court would
include screening and vaccination
of residents.

“Those who test positive will be
put under quarantine while those
who test negative will be vaccinat-
ed,” he said, adding that 500 posi-
tive cases had been recorded at
Mentari Court so far.

Petaling District health officer
Dr Sudeash Rajakrishnan said all
Mentari Court residents — locals
and foreigners, documented or
undocumented — would be vacci-

Police and army personnel standing guard at Pangsapuri
Westlite-PKNS as the building has been placed under EMCO.

nated as long as they tested nega-
tive.

“This is a necessary control
measure, so we must include
everyone,” he said, adding that the
type of vaccine had yet to be
determined.

Screening will start today and is
estimated to take three days while
the vaccination exercise is
planned for Sunday.

Nobody will be allowed to leave
or enter Mentari Court during the
enhanced MCO period.

Johary said the grocery store
within the apartment grounds
would be open for residents to
buy groceries.

“Only one representative from
each unit is allowed to enter.

“Food deliveries should be done
between 8am and 5pm and will be
coordinated by the secretariat.

“Those who have scheduled vac-
cination appointments need to
cancel them as they will get vacci-
nated on site,” he added.

Also present during the site visit
were Petaling Jaya MP Maria Chin
Abdullah, Seri Setia assemblyman
Halimey Abu Bakar, Petaling Jaya
OCPD Asst Comm Mohamad
Fakhrudin Abdul Hamid and
Selangor Agricultural
Development Corporation (PKPS)
group chief executive officer
Datuk Abdul Ghariff Ramin.

Abdul Ghariff said PKPS was
tasked by the National Security
Council (NSC) to assist with food
supplies to areas that NSC labelled
as “emergency”.

“Mentari Court marks our sec-
ond round of food basket distribu-
tion in an enhanced MCO area,
after Sabak Bernam last month.”

The food basket from PKPS
comprised rice, sugar, salt, canned
sardine, coffee and cooking oil, he
added.

Maria and Halimey said they
would decide during a discussion
next week on other forms of aid
needed.

Frontliners putting up barbed wires oulsuje Mentarl Court apartments.
— Photos: SS KANESAN and IZZRAFIQ ALIAS/The Star
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SELAYANG Municipal Council
(MPS) has revoked the business
licence of a plastic goods factory
and ordered it to be closed for
operating when it was not catego-
rised as essential service.

The factory in Sungai Buloh also
did not have the relevant docu-
ments from the International
Trade and Industry Ministry to
operate.

MPS Corporate Communications
director Mohamad Zin Masoad, in
a statement, said the factory’s
ongoing activities were found out

during a joint operation with the
police to check on compliance with
Covid-19 standard operating proce-
dure.

“MPS took action by revoking
the factory’s business licence and
ordered the operator to close
immediately.

“The police also issued a com-
pound of RM10,000 under Rule 17
of the Emergency Ordinance Act
342 (Prevention and Control of
Infectious Diseases, 2001
Amendment),” he added.

Mohamad Zin said that through-

out Phase One of the National
Recovery Plan, MPS had carried
out daily monitoring and inspec-
tions in areas under its administra-
tion, including public markets,
industrial areas, vehicle work-
shops, public spaces, business
premises, hawker stalls as well as
offices of joint management bodies
and management committees.
“MPS has checked on 1,683 premis-
es and 855 traders from June 1 to
30.

“Some 90 notices and 68 com-
pounds were issued, plus 40 prem-

ises were ordered to close,” he said.

Mohamad Zin said a total of 296
verbal warnings were also given to
traders to comply with the SOP.

“MPS will continue its daily mon-
itoring to ensure the public, traders
and business operators comply
with the SOP and government
instructions,” he added.

The public can refer to MPS’
social media platforms for the
council’s latest announcements.
For details or complaints, call
03-6126 5800 or visit www.mps.
gov.my
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Issues such as inter-floor leakage and
unpaid maintenance fees that crop up in
stratified properties can be brought to
the Housing and Strata Management
Tribunal, which acts as the final arbiter in
these cases. >3
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Finding a just resolution

Recovery of maintenance fees from owners among most common cases heard by tribunal

TR R ———————

2°
e
: -
Danau Kota F|

Tribunal. — GLENN GUAN/The Star

By JAROD LIM
jarodlim@thestar.com.my

ONE of the perennial problems in
stratified properties is non-pay-
ment of maintenance fee by unit
owners.

The Housing and Strata
Management Tribunal (TPPS) was
set up under the Strata
Management Act 2013 (Act 757) to
address this and similar cases
involving commercial and residen-
tial buildings.

TPPS helps aggrieved parties
seek rédress for unpaid mainte-
nance fees besides other matters
that crop up among tenants, own-
ers and management bodies.

When such cases are brought to
the tribunal, it can make an order
for unit owners to pay up.

Danau Kota Flats Management
Corporation (MC) chairman CK Lim
said they had turned to the tribu-
nal several years ago to compel a
property owner to pay up.

The owner of a shop and resi-
dential unit at the flats had an out-
standing maintenance and sinking
fund bill of almost RM40,000.

“We decided to file a claim
against the owner at TPPS in 2015
to compel him to pay the arrears
for his shoplot.

“It was a substantial amount and
we won the case in 2016.

“However, the owner failed to
pay up,” said Lim, who added that
they planned to take legal action to
recover the sum.

“It is rather time-consuming as
we have to go through all the pro-
cesses again in civil court.

“I feel that the Commissioner of
Buildings (COB) should seal the
units of owners who continue to
ignore outstanding bills,” he added.

This was one of three cases in
which the MC had filed claims at
TPPS against unit owners who had
defaulted on their maintenance
payment, amounting to between
RM15,000 and RM20,000.

-
¥
-
-
-
-

Lim says the COB should seal the
properties of owners who do not
pay maintenance charges.

TPPS chairman Azwarnida
Affandi said the tribunal received
an average of between 5,000 and
6,000 cases annually, with unpaid_
maintenance charges being the
most common.

“Maintenance charges are used
for the upkeep of a strata building,
including the cleanliness of com-
mon areas and smooth operations
of facilities as well as amenities
such as lifts.

“The management can file a
claim in the tribunal against
defaulters to ensure they fulfil
their responsibilities,” she said.

Another common case brought
up to TPPS was inter-floor leakage.

Azwarnida said an affected
owner or tenant may file a claim
with the tribunal if the manage-
ment body failed to take action.

“The tribunal president may
appoint an expert to determine the
cause of the inter-floor leakage.

“After taking into consideration
all the evidence available, the pres-
ident can issue an award or dis-
miss the claim.

“The award is final and binding

e

lats Management Corporation has brought three cases to the Housing and Strata Management

SVt

and parties can proceed to enforce
it at the magistrate’s court,” she
told StarMetro.

TPPS is a department under
Housing and Local Government
Ministry and its jurisdiction is
spelled out in Part 1 of the Fourth
Schedule of the Act.

The total amount of an award
cannot exceed RM250,000.

Azwarnida said people turned to
TPPS when disputes in relation to
strata management could not be
resolved directly between the par-
ties. (See chart on process)

The tribunal has jurisdiction on
any building with two or more sto-
reys intended to be subdivided into
parcels as well as any land on the
same lot to be held under a sepa-
rate title, she said.

Other cases brought up to the tri-
bunal include not convening annu-
al general meetings (AGM), dis-
putes over revoking amendments
to by-laws and even insurance mat-
ters.

Arbitration before tribunal

COB, on the other hand, is the
main body that ensures stratified
properties are managed in a fair
and effective manner.

If disputes arose and could not
be resolved by COB, parties could
turn to TPPS, she said.

COB’s purview includes ensuring
the joint management body (JMB)
is established in a proper manner,
resolving disputes between unit
owners and developers on matters
regarding account maintenance
and formation of JMB as well as
conducting periodic checks on the
building management’s audited
accounts and administrative man-
agement.

Azwarnida explained that the
COB had very wide powers and
duties under the Act.

COB comes into the picture even
before a strata building is built,
where developers have a statutory

issuance.
counterclaim (if any) in Borang 2.

receipt of Borang 1.

Issuance.

Borang 4 by the Tribunal

TPPS case filing and
verdict delivery processes

A claim is filed in “Borang 1". The prescribed fee is RM100 for
residential buildings and RM200 for commercial buildings.

The claimant is to serve Borang 1 that has been signed and sealed
by the Tribunal to the respondent within 14 days from the date of its
e The respondent, upon receiving Borang 1 has to file his defence or |

The respondent must file Borang 2 within 14 days from the date of

The respondent then has to serve Borang 2, signed and sealed by the
Tribunal, to the respondent within 14 days from the date of its

o The claimant, upon receiving Borang 2, may file his defence in
Borang 3 if the respondent has made a counterclaim

The Tribunal will fix a hearing date and parties will be notified in

The Tribunal will make a decision with regards to the claims made by
the parties in the proceeding, in the form of an award.

Source: Housing and Local Government Ministry (KPKT)
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duty to submit to the COB the
schedule of parcels intended to be
built.

“The COB also has enforcement
authorities under the Act to ensure
its provisions are adhered to,”
Azwarnida highlighted.

Law enforcers

Ampang Jaya Municipal Council
COB head Muhammad Rosizhar
Abdul Rahim said that to put it sim-
ply, COB was the police that enforc-
es the law while TPPS was the
judge that governed that law
enforcement.

He said educating unit owners
on the importance of paying the
maintenance fees on time was one
of the challenges faced by COB.

“Other challenges include edu-
cating tenants on the laws involv-
ing the rearing of domestic animals
aside from vandalism of shared
properties and facilities such as
lifts and common areas.

“We also tackle problems such as
insufficient funds faced by
JMBs and MCs due to unsatisfacto-
ry collection of maintenance fees,”
he added.

On cases where the management
body was not willing to hold an
AGM or emergency general meet-
ing (EGM), Muhammad Rosizhar
said COB would step in to resolve
the matter.

“For cases like this, COB will
identify qualified parcel owners or
any third party to hold an EGM.

“MPAJ has on numerous occa-
sions appointed qualified parcel
owners as well as third parties,
namely registered agents, to hold
EGMs when there is a need as iden-
tified by the COB.

“The COB will assist in terms of
providing advice and other related

neéds for a successful EGM,” he
added.

Tribunal’s power

Lawyer Derek Fernandez said
TPPS was a quasi-judicial body.

“The decision of the tribunal is
final and is deemed to be an award
of the court and can be enforced
accordingly by the party to the pro-
ceedings as per Section 120 (1) (b)
of the Strata Management Act 2013.

“Section 123 of the Act states that
any person who fails to comply
with an award commits an offence
and shall, on conviction, be liable
to a fine not exceeding RM250,000
or imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three years or both. And
for a continuing offence, a further
fine not exceeding RM5,000 for
every day or part thereof during
which the offence continues after
conviction,” he elaborated.

He said bringing a case to the tri-
bunal saved time and costs.

Another reason, he said, certain
matters such as non-payment of
maintenance fees could not be
brought to court without first going
to the tribunal.

Fernandez cited examples of
respondents failing to abide by the
tribunal’s decision regarding
non-payment of maintenance and
sinking fund and had later been
penalised by a Magistrate’s Court.

“In July 2020, Subang Jaya
Magistrate’s Court.convicted a
defaulter for outstanding charges
and imposed a fine of RM5,500.

“There were two other similar
cases in February and March 2020
where the defendants were fined
RM1,500 or in default five days’
imprisonment and RM3,500 or in
default three days’ imprisonment,
respectively,” he added.
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By FARID WAHAB
faridwahab@thestar.com.my

AMPANG Jaya Municipal Council
(MPA]) is conducting checks on
stratified residences and manage-
ment offices for compliance with
Covid-19 standard operating proce-
dure.

The restrictions include a 60%
limit on staff capacity in the office,
closure of shared facilities and pro-
vision of temperature scanner as
well as MySejahtera registration at
the entrance.

MPA] secretary Johari Atli said
these checks would be conducted
at least twice weekly, to keep the
management bodies on their toes.

“We are concerned that they are
starting to lapse in their implemen-
tation of safety measures.

“With these random checks, they
will remain alert as they know the
authorities can come at any time,”
he said.

Johari said 17 stratified residenc-
es had been inspected as of June
28.

He said the series of operations,
which began on June 17, would
continue for as long as necessary
in the municipality that has more
than 620 stratified residences.

“So far, the level of compliance is
satisfactory.

“But we have issued verbal
warnings to a few management
bodies.

“We will advise first, but if they
continue to show non-compliance,
then we will take action.”

Johari (right)
during the joint
checks at a
condominium in
Ampang Jaya.

Johari also reminded manage-
ment bodies to obtain from the
International Trade and Industry
Ministry an approval to eperate.

He said MPA] stepped up its
enforcement in view of the
spread of the more transmissible
Delta variant.

“It is crucial to prevent clusters
from breaking out in high-density
areas,” he said after a joint opera-
tion at a condominium under the
council’s jurisdiction.

The operation was headed by
MPA] Commissioner of Buildings
(COB) Department head
Muhammad Rosizhar Abdul
Rahim, who was accompanied by
the Housing and Local
Government’s enforcement unit.

Johari said the council, via its
COB Department, was authorised
to conduct spot checks at stratified
residences.

Separately, he said MPAJ had
conducted 1,017 inspections on
business premises, construction
sites, public parks and houses of
worship within the municipality in
Selangor.

The council issued 111 com-
pounds and 44 closure notices, in
addition to 66 confiscations for SOP
non-compliance.
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by NURUL SUHAIDI
THE Selangor SME Digitalisation
Matching Grant has benefitted almost
300 small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) with a total allocation of RM1.2
million approved by the state govern-
ment since the first batch between
April to mid-June this year.

The grant is part of the state’s initia-
tive to speed up the digital transfor-
mation among SMEs, which includes
assisting local start-ups to deploy the
Software as a Service (SaaS) and
increasing their cloud computing
adoption rate.

Selangor executive councillor for
industry and trade Datuk Teng Chang
Khim said through this programme,
the state government is offering SMEs
a 50% matching grant up to RM5,000
to subscribe to e-commerce; a human
resources (HR) and payroll system;
cloud accounting; digital marketing,
and electronic point of sale system and
payment gateway. %

“The grant’s special evaluation com-
mittee approved 280 out of 492 applica-
tions for the first batch of applications.

“We are on track to achieve our
target of benefitting 1,000 SMEs by the
end of the year,” Teng said.

Additionally, he said most SMEs
applied for digital marketing at 31.8%,
followed by applications for cloud
accounting at 25.4%, while 16.6%
applied to digitalise their HR and
payroll system as part of their digitisa-
tion initiative.

Teng also welcomed the RM300 mil-
lion allocation for small and micro
entreprenéurs, where RM200 million
is to continue the Shop Malaysia
Online campaign and an extra alloca-
tion of RM100 million for the SME
Digitisation Grant.

Currently, Selangor is holding four
rounds of the Selangor E-Bazar cam-
paign, which generated RM144.7
million in direct sales and a RM2.95
billion ripple effect on the state eco-
nomy which benefitted 294,119 local
merchants in the state, including
74,837 new merchants.

“Grants and onboarding campaigns
are just the first steps as more efforts
and resources are needed to speed up
the adoption of digital technologies
among traditional SMEs.

“This is to re-engineer, automate and
infuse multiple intelligences across
key business functions,” he said.

The application for the second batch
of SME grant will open next month,
while the application for digital ser-
vice providers as authorised solution
providers started yesterday.
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Giving old furniture a new lease of life

Comfort Works has saved sofas
from all over the world from
ending up in landfills while
enhancing people’s homes

by AZALEA AZUAR

IT IS worrying how Malaysians are still
improperly disposing of rubbish or unwanted
items.

Despite the many dustbins provided in
public places, which is not a pretty picture to
begin with, scattered rubbish is a normal
sight in Malaysia from sports stadiums to
roadsides, beaches and parks.

In the eyes of many individuals, bodies of
water look like open dumpsites as we would
often find trash in our lakes and rivers,
harming not only the environment, but other
communities. Not only are there plastic bags
and bottles in the river, but even old furni-
ture and electronic items.

Last year, a spike in illegal dumping acti-
vity was recorded in Kajang during the first
Movement Control Order (MCO 1.0) due to
lack of public surveillance.

Kajang Municipal Council deputy presi-
dent Najmuddin Jemain said culprits took
the opportunity to dump construction, bulk
and domestic waste at illegal dumpsites
while residents stayed at home.

This would lead to groundwater contami-
nation through leaching. The soil would be
contaminated and harmful diseases would
spread as it has turned into a breeding
ground for pests.

Encouraging Malaysians to

Reuse Old Furniture

Old furniture is a common sight in landfills
and dumpsites.

According to Comfort Works co-founder
Rachel Yeng, most Malaysians do not know
how to discard their old furniture properly
and treat them like any other household
waste.

“One of the best ways to get rid of old
furniture is to trade them in when buying
some new ones.

“Alternatively, most movers also offer
disposal services, but the easiest is to simply
keep your furniture, especially sofas, and
Lhan;,e the slipcovers instead!” she said.

Comfort Works‘is a furniture brand
founded by husband-wife duo Henry
Chandra and Yeng in Melbourne, Australia,
and has made its way to Shenzhen, China.

The brand revolves around sustainability.
“As much as it is about creating a top quality
product, we also understand the environ-
mental impact of waste.

“When it comes to home furniture, most
people are not too sure on how to dispose
of it properly, other than dumping it at
landfills,” said Yeng.

Malaysians are-also throwing out more
furniture because replacing them is more
convenient and sometimes, more affordable.

Many would say that recycling furniture,

is difficult. Taking a sofa apart and separa-
ting each material is time-consuming and
expensive.

Comfort Works could help prolong a sofa’s life simply by giving it a new cover

“The diversity of materials used to make a
sofa like wood, plastic, metal and foam, all
makes it close to impossible to recycle. So
more often than not, your sofa ends up in a
landfill,” Yeng said.

Instead of throwing out and replacing your
furniture, which is wasteful and bad for the
environment, Yeng advised users to reuse
them.

Comfort Works could help prolong a sofa’s
life simply by giving it a new cover.

“If someone wants to change up their sofa
but the bones of the old sofa are still good,
they can always opt to donate or sell their
sofa instead of throwing it away.

“Our mission is to tell people that there is
an alternative to throwing away their sofa,”
she said.

Keeping Away from Landfills

The idea of Comfort Works first came about
when Yeng brought in an old Ikea sofa when
she moved in with Chandra.

It was a discontinued model, so the
couple decided to sew their own sofa slip-
covers for it, which they learnt through
YouTube tutorials.

“Much to our surprise, the slipcovers
caught the eye of our friends and families. It
was a do-it-yourself project which turned
into a side gig, and somehow ended up
becoming a business,” said Yeng.

Now, Comfort Works creates custom-made
slipcovers that would make old sofas look
brand new. It has saved sofas from all over
the world from ending up in landfills while
enhancing people’s homes.

“Our slipcovers are all custom- and hand-
made-to-order.

“We would like to think that we empower
our customers to become their own designers
as all we do is give recommendations as to
what would suit their living and aesthetic
needs the most,” Yeng added.

Getting Down to Business

In the early days, Yeng and Chandra discov-
ered a simple way to make the business work
between them.

“We were complete opposites in terms of
interest and skill sets. He was in-charge of
making money like sales, marketing and
finance, while I was in charge of spending it
through research and development, design
and products, among others,” Yeng explained.

The company has since roped in multiple
leaders to head different departments.

“I am grateful to be able to do this with my
significant other, who always pushes me to
grow and to punch above my weight.

“He genuinely cares about people and will
always find a way to make things work,”
Yeng added.

Chandra, on the other hand, also felt that

the whole experience was fun but not with-
out its challenges.

“In the beginning, it was hunky dory and
we took everything as an adventure.

“However, things started to change once
we had more people in the company. Things
like communication, roles and responsi-
bilities used to be simple, but became more
complicated with each new person that
joined the team,” he explained.

Chandra later felt that it was important to
draw a very clear line of communication and
work area, and then laid down their indivi-
dual strengths. The two also decided to split
the responsibilities and decided who would
handle which side.

“From there, we were clear about what our
expectations and end goal would be.

“I personally think that this is partly why
everything in our organisation is so trans-
parent and visible to everyone internally,”
Chandra said.

Providing Both Sustainable and
Quality Products

Based on his own experience, Chandra
believed that running their own workshop
would ;,,i\e them more control over the
company’s production quality.

“On the other hand, we always believed
that every single one of our seamstresses
truly cared about the quality of the product
that we make for our customers.

“Whenever a customer posts a photo
review, we would share the photos back to
the seamstresses who made the product, and
it gives us so much satisfaction to know that
the products we built from scratch actually
added value into a family’s home,” he said.

Comfort Works” philosophy revolves
around the three P’s which stand for “Perfect
fit”, “Practical” and “Personalised”.

“Whether it is durable fabrics which are
scratch-proof or liquid resistant, or unique
slipcover designs, these are part of our
promise to our customers,” he said.

Challenges and Opportunities

One of the challenges that the couple have
been faced with in the bedding industry is
the rising costs due to the price hike in
commodities.

Hence, it is difficult for them to price their
products in the “affordable” range. There are
also not many craftsmen in the labour market

However, amid all these challenges, there
is light at the end of the tunnel.

While other businesses are suffering
during the Covid-19 pandemic, Chandra and
Yeng are expecting the furniture business to
boom.

“People are not buying new homes or
moving, so they are choosing to add value to
their current homes and are spending time
.and money to make it more comfortable since
they will be spending so much time indoors,”
Chandra said. Most people are working from
home now due to the Full MCO.

“Savings made from not travelling to work
or vacation has also created space in family
budgets to spend more on home improve-
ment, where they can work and relax com-
fortably,” he added.
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